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™he USSR bas 24 divisions fully trained for winter warfare, plus

6 special MPED ané 2 air force divisions, making 32 divisions in all. The
first winter warfare division. "1015." was organized inm 1947. These divisions
have about 7,000 men each, and are equipped with aztomatic arms, rocket

sana, heavy trench mertarz and 76 nm. guns About 80 percent of.the men are
seasaned veterans wlth war experilence, and professional soldiers. The
divisions are censidered €lite troops. The commander of the MPED 1s

General Birgousov.

One of the MPED divisions was moved 1,200 km in the severest weather during
field practice, It took with it complete ammunition and faod supplies,
including dried fruit in airtight packages. Two of the MPED divisions are
stationed near the eastern frontier of Finland.

The whole north Russilan and Siberlan coast 1s covered dy a radar network,
beginning with Petsamo. There are also not less than 15 large airdromes
With subterranean hangars and repalr sheops. One of these airdromes 1is at
Liinahamarl (Petsamo), another 1s at Murmansk.

The icebreaker Yermak I1 18 operating 1n Arctic waters. There are 5,600-ton
training submarirmes in_ these waters. - These submarines carry eight light
torpedo bombers apiece and have a ¢ruising radius of 15,000 lan. The

USSR is now building 24 submarines of this type outside the regular mitriary
budget .

25X1 fﬂ'(mihfrt‘r&mrth«//z(m‘f’mm/m/w Mﬁdﬁm—(ﬁ:ﬂﬁmmﬁmmmfmﬁ’“

crognanne s dhe Asdistang Dogector of the Olifice of Collection and Dissemination, CIA. Al ¢ parts ol 1
.
I L e I tles sons peceang vencas dore! won previd.ng the publication beass e h‘“w 25X1
SZE LARY [ NROE S | -2 WY AR SO P NG Gy U ey LT L -
S LUVALT
25X1
t
[orstrisution ep [sTate [ Taemy EV[ Jwavr EV] |aw [ [ ] | ] [ ]
e ADDLOVEd Eor R b

o e A i Yot hAT




25X1

Approved For Release 2006/11/03 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500820227-6

SECRET 25X1

_2-

The first combined maneuvers cn the noirthern coast and waters vere held in August
1953. They consisted of an attack on Novaya wemiya by Tive divisions, reinforceu

by air force and naval units. Jusg before these maneuvers, the troops in Petsamo,
the Kola peninsula and Knntalahty@ﬁdgrwcre reinforced by +C percent over their sirength
the previous summer. When a division was transterred 1rom Murmansk 1t wWas repiaceu
by an artillery division, an antiairceraft regiment, a ski battalion and a heavy
rocket mortar battalion.

The annual February Red Army winter maneuvers were helc thils year in the Kiev
military district with Marshal rimoshenko in command. There were several 210 mm
atom gun units. These guns have a range of 45 km. the guns weors made in
Czechoslovekia and the ammniticn in Poland. These guns appear &o have greater
mobility in terrain than the American 280 mm atom artillery.

Although Spitsbergen has been demilitarized since 1320. the Sovisis have Daoan erecting
military bases and stores there. The troops are drawn from (he opeclal nbks

divisions in Marmansk. The commander of division %1120 ." General Prostrev, has

been visiting Barentsburg with his staff. -

The guerrilla tacti:zs developed by the Finne in tneir winter war ono successfully
adapted by the Sovieis igainst Hitler have again bocome populsy wiii the Soviet

military experts. Sc have the smaller army units with greater mobil ity and more
fire power.
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